
Mr. Larry DeMers 
NYS Education Department 
Office of the Professions 
State Board of Acupuncture 
89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 1234-1000 

May 31, 2007 
Dear Secretary DeMers, 
 
        We represent the student assembly and alumni network of Pacific College of Oriental 
Medicine in New York City, a population of over 400 current students and more than 1,700 
alumni in the Northeast and around the United States.  We are mobilizing to become a united 
front in support of the Legislative Initiative currently being presented by the New York State 
Coalition.  We uphold and support their beliefs that the scope of practice in New York State 
must include the practice of Chinese Herbal Medicine for those of us who are licensed 
acupuncturists, and who have met the required didactic and clinical hours to train in 
Herbology.  We are trained extensively in this highly efficacious and safe Traditional Herbal 
Medicine, and have logged the classroom hours and clinical experience that warrant the 
effective recommendation of herbal formulae. 
 
        Our gravest concern is the fact the the New York State Department of Education has 
permitted the awarding of a degree that seems to be at odds with the NYS Acupuncture license: 
the MSTOM degree.  Why is it that one may attain a Masters of Science in 
Traditional Oriental Medicine (according to the strict guidelines set by ACAOM), and yet 
herbal practice is not fully legitimized?  This disparity must be rectified, for it evokes a 
contrary message from the very Office of Professions that oversees licensure. 
 
        We are confident that once you view this matter from the aforementioned perspective, you 
will join us in supporting a legislative agenda that writes the practice of Herbal Medicine as 
part of the statute and law that governs Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine in New York State. 
 
         New York State is at the forefront of education in the United States; ranking with 
California and Minnesota in academic excellence at the Secondary School Level.  Shouldn't 
our licensed professions meet the same level of standards and be on the cutting edge?  Our 
Master's program in Oriental Medicine, as overseen by the NCCAOM (The National standard 
for almost all states that license Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine) is THREE AND 2/3 
YEARS in its length at many institutions.....is this not exhaustive enough to justify superlative 
training in our studies? 
 
        Thank you for hearing our concerns.  We look forward to working with you and the entire 
Coalition in achieving a mutually satisfying situation; and most importantly-- one that serves 
the rapidly growing population of patients in New York State who have found Acupuncture 
and Herbal Medicine to be a highly therapeutic and rewarding healing system. 
 
With Gratitude, 
 
Jeremy V. Pulsifer, L.Ac. 
Alumni Association President, PCOM New York City 
 
Dina Liebowitz 
Student Council Secretary, PCOM New York City 
 



Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental Medicine Alumni Association 
and 

Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental Medicine Student Association 
 
 
 
 
 
May 30, 2007 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
We, the members of Acufellows, the Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental 
Medicine Alumni Association and the Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental 
Medicine Student Association are writing to express our unanimous and unequivocal 
support for the efforts of the New York State Coalition to include herbs in our scope of 
practice.  
 
Chinese herbs, herbal diagnosis, and herbal safety are already included in our training and 
reflected in our professional degree, a Master’s of Science in Acupuncture and Oriental 
Medicine.  We are requesting a change in our scope of practice to correct this omission. 
This correction to the existing statute would bring our license in line with our education. 
 
Many thanks for your time and attention in this matter. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
  

The Acufellows Council Members        
Jessica Yunker, MS, L.Ac       
Joseph Alban, MS, L.Ac    
Johanna Herget, MS, L.Ac               
Debra Valentin, MS, L.Ac   
Elizabeth Shiah, MS, L.Ac 

 
GPOM Student Association Council Members 

Michelle Helfner 
Michael Jabbour 
Alexa Kate Myer 
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May 25, 2007 
 
 
To: New York State Acupuncture Board 
 
On behalf of the Traditional Chinese Medicine World Foundation, I would like to offer 
the Foundations full support of the New York State Coalition for Acupuncture 
Legislative Initiative. 
 
TCM World Foundation believes that the public must be served by the 
highest standards of acupuncture and herbal practice. Accordingly, we are in full support 
of the provisional bill language proposed by the New York State Coalition. 
 
TCM World Foundation disseminates information about the deep philosophical basis and 
healing wisdom of TCM and makes the active connection between low-cost health-care 
options, behavioral and social change and integrative and collaborative medicine.   
Through our numerous educational programs, we reach thousands of individuals each 
year who are seeking to incorporate Eastern methods of wellness. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elaine Katen 
 
 

46 of 49



47 of 49



cover image:

Perilla Leaf
Perilla Leaf also known as zi su ye in Mandarin Chinese this 
important herb is found within the Chinese materia medica 
category of cool and acrid herbs that release the exterior.  It 
is used to treat the symptoms of the common cold such as 
fever, chills, headache, nasal congestion and cough.  Perilla 
leaf may also be used to treat nausea, vomiting, diminished 
appetite and other signs of gastrointestinal disturbance.
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