
Statements of Support
e New York State Acupuncture Coalition, Inc. is a group consisting of the acupuncture and Oriental 
medicine (AOM) professional community – practitioners, educational institutions, professional 
organizations, and students – along with patients and supporters of the profession.

1. Association of Chinese Herbalist of New York (ACHNY)

2. American Traditional Chinese Medicine Society (ATCMS)

3. Acupuncture Society of New York (ASNY)

4. American Association of Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine (AAAOM)

5. Accreditation Commission For Acupuncture And Oriental Medicine (ACAOM)

6. American Acupuncture Council (AAC)

7. Council of Colleges of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (CCAOM)

8. e Federation of Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine Regulatory Agencies (FAOMRA)

9. High Falls Gardens

10. Kamwo Herbal Pharmacy

11. National Certification Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM) 

12. New Jersey Acupuncture Board

13. New York Chiropractic College Program in Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine (NYCC)

14. New York College of Traditional Chinese Medicine (NYCTCM)

15. Pacific College of Oriental Medicine (PCOM)

16. Pacific Alumni Association & Student Association

17. Touro College (President)

18. Touro College (Dean of Health Science)

19. Touro GPOM Alumni Association (Acufellows) & Student Council

20. Touro GPOM Student Association

21. Traditional Chinese Medicine World Foundation (TCM World Foundation)
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AsSOCIATION OF CHINESE HERBAUST OF NEW' YORK 
13-17 Elizabeth Street, Rm. 606
 

New York, NY 10013
 
Tel. 212-965-1503 Fax. 212-226-4717
 

October 12th
, 2007 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter serves to clarify that the Board of Directors and by extension the membership 
of the Association of Chinese Herbalists is in support ofNYS Acupuncture Coalition 
legislative initiative to includeTCM Herbology into their-.scope of practice. 

We also support the Coalition's claims that the bill being proposed neither mentions 
nor attempts to confine or to preclude the right of practicing Chinese Herbology by TCM 
practitioners who do not have Acupuncture licenses. 

However, The Association of Chinese Herbalists also reserves the right to object 
and oppose if the NYS Acupuncture Coalition does not live up to the aforesaid 
conditions. 

Sincerely, 

Carl Shan Leung, President: Association of Chinese Herbalists 



American TCM Society (ATCMS) 
14 East 34th Street, 5th Floor 

New York, NY 10016 
Tel. (212) 689-1773 
Fax. (212) 689-1898 

www.atcms.org 
 

May 21, 2007 
 

RE: AOM TOWN HALL MEETING ON MAY 20, 2007 
 

Dear Kathleen, 
 
I am sorry to fail to attend the AOM town hall meeting at Touro College on May 20, 
2007, because of ATCMS’s initial academic activity on the same day.  
 
We, most of former TCMAA leaders, have left TCMAA and re-organized a new 
organization – American TCM Society recently, due to the internal problems of TCMAA. 
More than 90 percent of former TCMAA members have joined our new organization, and 
more professional colleagues are going to do so.  
 
ATCMS Acting Board has decided to support your legislative action and pointed Dr. 
Dazhi Chen, the member of ATCMS Acting Board, to join the New York 
Acupuncture/Oriental Medicine Community and the Coalition Steering Committee. On 
the behalf of our American TCM Society, Dr. Chen will work with your team for the 
legislative issue in future. You may contact with him at e-mail: dazchen@yahoo.com, or 
Tel. ((646) 262-7895, regarding this matter. 
 
ATCMS will urge our members and other Chinese TCM and acupuncture organizations 
to participate the legislative action. We plan to promote the legislative proposal in 
Chinese professional community and require our colleagues to make a financial 
contribution. We do need the detailed information including: (1) Bill Text; (2) The title 
and mailing address which donation check should be made to and mailed to; (3) Other 
related information regarding the legislative proposal. We shall make a promoting 
reading material in Chinese, and mail it to our Chinese TCM and acupuncture colleagues. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter, please feel free to contact with me at 
phone#: (212) 689-1773. 
 
Thanks for your efforts! 
 
 
___________________  
Ling Zheng, L.Ac. 
Secretary General 
Acting Board of American TCM Society   
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May 26, 2007 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
We, the Board of Directors of the Acupuncture Society of 
New York (ASNY), are writing to express our unanimous 
and unequivocal support for the efforts of the New York 
State Coalition to include herbs in our scope of practice. 
 
Herbs and herbal diagnosis are already included in our 
training and reflected in our professional degree.  We are 
requesting a change in our scope of practice to correct this 
omission.   This correction to the existing statute would 
bring our license in line with our education. 
 
Many thanks for your time and attention in this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
The Board of Directors of the Acupuncture Society of New 
York 

















25 May 2007 
Lawrence P. DeMers 
State Board for Acupuncture 
Office of the Professions 
New York State Education Department 
State Education Building, 2nd Floor 
Albany, NY 12234 
 
Re:   Scope of Practice for Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine 
 
Mr. DeMers: 
 
I wish to strongly endorse the request of the Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (AOM) 
practitioners licensed in New York for a modification of their scope of practice statement 
so as to more fully and accurately describe the benefits they currently provide to their 
patients. 
 
High Falls Gardens is a farm-based nonprofit organization located in Columbia County, 
which leads a statewide and a national group of farmers who are developing domestic 
production of Asian and other medicinal herbs.  We regard the profession of AOM as the 
best organized group of licensed practitioners who can utilize and add value to medicinal 
herbs, thereby providing safe and effective dietary supplementation to the general public. 
 
The AOM theoretical model of herbalism relies on empirically tested combinations of 
herbal ingredients that are balanced and have been proven safe over millennia of use.  
These ingredients are whole plant parts that can be grown, harvested, cut and dried on the 
farm.  The AOM modality is of great importance for local agriculture because direct sales 
are possible and profits can accrue to the farmers rather than to a manufacturer who buys 
low-cost raw materials. 
 
Our New York AOM practitioners are especially cognizant of the additional health and 
economic benefits to be gained from local production of herbs, and are eager to play a 
leading role in the development of such a resource.  Everyone stands to gain when our 
state’s AOM practitioners, by virtue of their substantial training, certification and 
experience in herbal practice, achieve full recognition in licensure.  Such improvements 
in the law will protect our citizens and inform their choices. 
 
Please give their request your prompt and favorable consideration.  You may contact me 
at 518-672-7365 or hfg@capital.net for clarification or additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jean Giblette, Director 



May 31, 2007 

Larry DeMers, Executive Secretary 
State Board of Acupuncture 
NYS Education Department 
Office of the Professions 
State Board of Acupuncture 
89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY  12234-1000 

Dear Secretary DeMers: 

As CEO of Kamwo Herbs, I am writing to support the New York State Coalition for Acupuncture 
Legislation Initiative in its legislative effort to include Chinese Herbs within the scope of practice of New 
York licensed acupuncturist.   

Kamwo Herbs have been serving the TCM community since 1973, we are currently the oldest and 
largest provider of TCM pharmacy services in New York.  We are currently serving the herbal needs to 
many NYS licensed acupuncturist.   We are in support because we believe that Chinese herbs are a 
significant and integral part of the practice of TCM.  It is important to recognize individuals who have 
been trained to be licensed as acupuncturists who also are trained in herbal medicine.  This allows the 
establishment and recognition of a minimal standard that our profession sorely needs.  This will serve 
to the best interest of TCM practitioners and more importantly citizens. 

It is our hope that your consideration of these issues to be favorable. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas N. Leung 
CEO 

 

211 Grand Street 
New York, NY  10013 
Tel.  212-966-6370  Fax 212-226-4717 
www.kamwo.com 
Email: customerservice@kamwo.com 
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76 South Laura Street, Suite 1290 / Jacksonville, FL  32202 USA 
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May 29, 2007 
 
State Board of New York 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
I am submitting this letter on behalf of the National Certification Commission for Acupuncture 
and Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM).  NCCAOM wishes to offer its full support for the legislative 
changes proposed by the New York State Coalition for Acupuncture.  The recommendations, 
including the requirement that applicants who plan to include herbology must successfully 
complete the NCCAOM herbal examination module, represent a continuation of the high 
standards already established by New York State.  Applicants who seek to practice acupuncture 
have been required to pass the NCCAOM acupuncture modules for many years. This new 
examination requirement will ensure that applicants meet nationally recognized standards of 
competence and safety in the practice of herbology.   
 
The mission of the NCCAOM is to establish, assess, and promote recognized standards of 
competence and safety in acupuncture and Oriental medicine for the protection and benefit of 
the public.  As a part of meeting this mission, NCCAOM has developed a unified set of 
nationally verified, entry-level standards for safe and competent practice of acupuncture and 
herbology.   
 
NCCAOM certification and examination programs are accredited by the National Commission 
for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) of the National Organization for Competency Assurance 
(NOCA).  In addition, NCCAOM has recently applied for accreditation under the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI).  ANSI offers national and international accreditation for 
standards developing organizations.   
 
The value of NCCAOM’s national examinations is demonstrated by its acceptance in 40 of the 
41 states that have laws for licensing acupuncturists.  This means that 97% percent of states 
that regulate acupuncture require NCCAOM examinations for licensure.  I have included a map 
which illustrates the states that require NCCAOM examinations. All of these states recognize 
the psychometrically sound system of examinations that NCCAOM has developed.  These 
states have elected to use NCCAOM’s testing instrument while continuing to regulate and 
license practitioners in their state according to their own eligibility requirements and procedures. 
 
It is a considerable professional achievement to earn the designation Diplomate (NCCAOM).  
NCCAOM Certification indicates to employers, patients, and peers that one has met the national 
standard for the safe and competent practice of acupuncture as defined by the profession.  
NCCAOM has issued over 20,000 certificates in Acupuncture, Oriental Medicine, Chinese 
Herbology and Asian Bodywork Therapy.  By adopting recognized national standards, 
regulators are assured that first-time licensees have met the standard for education and 
examination.    
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The trend in health care throughout the nation is not only to license acupuncturists but to raise 
standards for licensure.  For instance, in Arkansas, New Mexico, Nevada and Texas, an 
individual must not only pass the NCCAOM examinations in acupuncture, but must also pass 
the NCCAOM exam in Chinese herbology.  States are also increasing their requirements for 
formal education.  These changes are based on the premise of maintaining and improving the 
quality of healthcare for the citizens of these states. 
 
To qualify for NCCAOM certification in Chinese herbology or Oriental medicine, an applicant 
applying through the route of formal education must meet the following standards.  The 
applicant must graduate from a formal, full-time school or college of Oriental medicine program 
that has been accredited by the Accreditation Commission for Acupuncture and Oriental 
Medicine (ACAOM) or an equivalent educational body that documents at least 2,625 hours of 
entry-level education. We consider this standard of eligibility, along with the successful 
performance on the examination, to be the minimum requirements for the safe practice of 
herbology.  
 
I hope you will find this information valuable.  Please consider the NCCAOM as a resource for 
current information about the standards of competence and practice within the field of 
acupuncture and Oriental medicine.  If I can offer further information on this topic, please 
contact me by phone at (904) 674-2501 or by email, kwardcook@nccaom.org.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Kory Ward-Cook, Ph.D., CAE 
Chief Executive Officer 
 







 

 
  NEW YORK COLLEGE OF TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE 

                                                155 First Street 
                                     Mineola, NY  11501 

                                        Phone (516) 739 1545 
                                                                                                                                        Fax     (516) 873 9622 
     
 
TERM   COURSE DESCRIPTION   HR./UNITS
 GRADE FALL 2000  TCM DIAGNOSIS    60/4 
 B 

MERIDIAN & POINT LOCATION 3  60/4 
 B 

TUI NA 1     15/1  C+ 
TUI NA 2     15/1  B 

SUMMER 2000  PAIN MANAGEMENT & WORK SHOP  4HRS 
 P 
   CHINESE FENG SHUI    4HRS 
 P 
WINTER 2001  TCM SYNDROME ANALYSIS   60/4 
 B+ 
   ANCIENT NT     30/2  B+ 

HERBAL INTRUDUCTION   30/2  A 
QI GONG 2     15/1  P 
TUI NA 3     30/2  B 

SPRING 2001  TCM TREATMENT PRINCIPLES   45/3 
 B+ 

CASE ANALYSIS 2    30/2  B+ 
POINT LAB 1     15/1  P  

FALL 2001  TCM CLINIC MEDICINE 3   60/4  B 
ADVANCED NEEDLE TECHNIQUE  45/3 

 A 
EASTERN NUTRITION    30/2 
 B+ 
INTEGRATED DIAGNOSIS IN GYN.  4HRS 
 P 
BIOCHEMISTRY    45/3  A 

  
************************************************************************
************* 
 A 91-100%  B+ 87-90% B 81-86%  C+ 77-80%  C 70-76%   P  PASS  F FAILURE-
BELOW 70% 

 
CLINICAL TRAINING 
LEVEL     HOURS  

 GRADE 
CLINICAL OBSERVATION:   160HRS   

 A 
 CLINICAL ASSISTANTSHIP:        60HRS   
 A 
 JUNIOR INTERNSHIP:         HRS   
 IN PROCESS 
              SENIOR INTERNSHIP:   WILL PROCESS                                  
   
 
************************************************************************
************ 
 

 
May 25, 2007 
 
Ms. Kathleen Golden 
New York State Coalition For 
Acupuncture Legislative Initiative 
 
Dear Kathleen: 
 
 Please accept this letter from the New York College of Traditional Chinese Medicine in support 
of the Coalition’s proposed legislative goals.  Our college has been offering programs in Chinese 
Herbology since its inception, and currently a large proportion of our students are working towards their 
BPS/MS in Health Sciences/Oriental Medicine.  Lately more and more of our students have expressed 
concern that New York State will not protect the practice of herbs by licensed acupuncturists, and it has 
come to the point where this issue is seriously threatening our enrollments.  It is difficult to explain to 
students why New York State would approve our program in Oriental Medicine and authorize our 
college to grant degrees in this field without also providing scope for the practice of herbs within the 
acupuncture profession. 
 
 We find that the Coalition’s legislative goals are eminently reasonable.  Similar legislation has 
been recently passed in Massachusetts and New Jersey, and many other states already provide for herbal 
treatment under the scope of acupuncture practice.  Other proposed legislative goals would bring 
acupuncture regulation and scope in line with other NYS-regulated health professions. 
 
 We hope that the Coalition will find success in its initiative and are willing to do whatever is 
necessary to help the Coalition achieve its goals.  
 
 
     Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 
     Yemeng Chen 
     President  
  





Mr. Larry DeMers 
NYS Education Department 
Office of the Professions 
State Board of Acupuncture 
89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 1234-1000 

May 31, 2007 
Dear Secretary DeMers, 
 
        We represent the student assembly and alumni network of Pacific College of Oriental 
Medicine in New York City, a population of over 400 current students and more than 1,700 
alumni in the Northeast and around the United States.  We are mobilizing to become a united 
front in support of the Legislative Initiative currently being presented by the New York State 
Coalition.  We uphold and support their beliefs that the scope of practice in New York State 
must include the practice of Chinese Herbal Medicine for those of us who are licensed 
acupuncturists, and who have met the required didactic and clinical hours to train in 
Herbology.  We are trained extensively in this highly efficacious and safe Traditional Herbal 
Medicine, and have logged the classroom hours and clinical experience that warrant the 
effective recommendation of herbal formulae. 
 
        Our gravest concern is the fact the the New York State Department of Education has 
permitted the awarding of a degree that seems to be at odds with the NYS Acupuncture license: 
the MSTOM degree.  Why is it that one may attain a Masters of Science in 
Traditional Oriental Medicine (according to the strict guidelines set by ACAOM), and yet 
herbal practice is not fully legitimized?  This disparity must be rectified, for it evokes a 
contrary message from the very Office of Professions that oversees licensure. 
 
        We are confident that once you view this matter from the aforementioned perspective, you 
will join us in supporting a legislative agenda that writes the practice of Herbal Medicine as 
part of the statute and law that governs Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine in New York State. 
 
         New York State is at the forefront of education in the United States; ranking with 
California and Minnesota in academic excellence at the Secondary School Level.  Shouldn't 
our licensed professions meet the same level of standards and be on the cutting edge?  Our 
Master's program in Oriental Medicine, as overseen by the NCCAOM (The National standard 
for almost all states that license Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine) is THREE AND 2/3 
YEARS in its length at many institutions.....is this not exhaustive enough to justify superlative 
training in our studies? 
 
        Thank you for hearing our concerns.  We look forward to working with you and the entire 
Coalition in achieving a mutually satisfying situation; and most importantly-- one that serves 
the rapidly growing population of patients in New York State who have found Acupuncture 
and Herbal Medicine to be a highly therapeutic and rewarding healing system. 
 
With Gratitude, 
 
Jeremy V. Pulsifer, L.Ac. 
Alumni Association President, PCOM New York City 
 
Dina Liebowitz 
Student Council Secretary, PCOM New York City 
 



Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental Medicine Alumni Association 
and 

Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental Medicine Student Association 
 
 
 
 
 
May 30, 2007 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
We, the members of Acufellows, the Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental 
Medicine Alumni Association and the Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental 
Medicine Student Association are writing to express our unanimous and unequivocal 
support for the efforts of the New York State Coalition to include herbs in our scope of 
practice.  
 
Chinese herbs, herbal diagnosis, and herbal safety are already included in our training and 
reflected in our professional degree, a Master’s of Science in Acupuncture and Oriental 
Medicine.  We are requesting a change in our scope of practice to correct this omission. 
This correction to the existing statute would bring our license in line with our education. 
 
Many thanks for your time and attention in this matter. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
  

The Acufellows Council Members        
Jessica Yunker, MS, L.Ac       
Joseph Alban, MS, L.Ac    
Johanna Herget, MS, L.Ac               
Debra Valentin, MS, L.Ac   
Elizabeth Shiah, MS, L.Ac 

 
GPOM Student Association Council Members 

Michelle Helfner 
Michael Jabbour 
Alexa Kate Myer 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 25, 2007 
 
 
To: New York State Acupuncture Board 
 
On behalf of the Traditional Chinese Medicine World Foundation, I would like to offer 
the Foundations full support of the New York State Coalition for Acupuncture 
Legislative Initiative. 
 
TCM World Foundation believes that the public must be served by the 
highest standards of acupuncture and herbal practice. Accordingly, we are in full support 
of the provisional bill language proposed by the New York State Coalition. 
 
TCM World Foundation disseminates information about the deep philosophical basis and 
healing wisdom of TCM and makes the active connection between low-cost health-care 
options, behavioral and social change and integrative and collaborative medicine.   
Through our numerous educational programs, we reach thousands of individuals each 
year who are seeking to incorporate Eastern methods of wellness. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elaine Katen 
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