








NEW YORK

CHIROPRACTIC
COLLEGE

May 31, 2007 " OFFICEOE THE PRESIDENT

Larry DeMers, Exccutive Secretary
State Board for Acupuncture

NYS Education Department

Office of the Professions

Statc Board for Acupuncture

89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234-1000

Dear Sceretary DeMgrs,

As Fresident of New York Chiropractic College, | would like to express my strong support for the
legislative changes proposed by the New York State Coalition for Acupuncture Legislation
Inittative. Our Master of Science programs in Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine {Upstate New
York's first) arose through an amendment of the College’s charter in December, 2002, allowing
the College to offer new degrees, and 2003 approval from New York State's Board of Repents
and its State Education Department to establish two new Master’s degree programs —
Acupuncture (MSA) and Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine (MSAOM). 1am pleased to see
that the legislation represents an important step toward responsible regulation of Chinese herbs
that are recommended or prepared by New York’s licensed acRpUnRCturists.

The bill endorsed by the Coalition requires acupuncturists 10 learn how to identify and report
instances of child abuse and maltreatment. Our acupuncture students currently receive course
instruction cn this topic, and it is teasonable that acupuncturists would join New York’s other
heatthcare professionals in recognizing those in need of protection.

The bill includes provisions for continuing professional cducation. New York Chiropractic
College offers continuing education for both chiropractors and acupuncturists. We have long
recognized that lifelong learning enables healthcare professionals to stay abreast of their
disciplines” diverse and constantly evolving practice methods.

Finally, the bill before you would enable acupuncturists licensed in other states and countries ta
conduct limited ¢linical demonstrations in New York. The legislation requires a clear association
with educational instruction and outlines a process that promotes safcty. Consequently, | support
the Coalition’s efforts to foster these open exchanges relating to courses of therapy.

Thank you for your cousideration in these matters and please contact me if T may be of any
further assistance,

Sincgrely, . .

Frank J. Nicehi, DC, M3
President
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NEW YORK COLLEGE OF TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE
155 First Street

Mineola, NY 11501

Phone (516) 739 1545

Fax (516) 873 9622

May 25, 2007

Ms. Kathleen Golden
New York State Coalition For
Acupuncture Legislative Initiative

Dear Kathleen:

Please accept this letter from the New York College of Traditional Chinese Medicine in support
of the Coalition’s proposed legislative goals. Our college has been offering programs in Chinese
Herbology since its inception, and currently a large proportion of our students are working towards their
BPS/MS in Health Sciences/Oriental Medicine. Lately more and more of our students have expressed
concern that New York State will not protect the practice of herbs by licensed acupuncturists, and it has
come to the point where this issue is seriously threatening our enrollments. It is difficult to explain to
students why New York State would approve our program in Oriental Medicine and authorize our
college to grant degrees in this field without also providing scope for the practice of herbs within the
acupuncture profession.

We find that the Coalition’s legislative goals are eminently reasonable. Similar legislation has
been recently passed in Massachusetts and New Jersey, and many other states already provide for herbal
treatment under the scope of acupuncture practice. Other proposed legislative goals would bring
acupuncture regulation and scope in line with other NYS-regulated health professions.

We hope that the Coalition will find success in its initiative and are willing to do whatever is

necessary to help the Coalition achieve its goals.

Sincerely yours,

Yemeng Chen
President



Pacific College of Oviental Medicine

May 30, 2007

Larry DeMers, Executive Secretary
State Board for Acupuncture

NYS Education Department

Office of the Professions

State Board for Acupuncture

89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234-1000

Dear Secretary DeMers:

As President of Pacific College of Oriental Medicine, [ am writing to support the New
York State Coalition for Acupuncture Legislation Initiative in its legislative effort to
include Chinese herbs within the scope of practice of New York licensed acupuncturists.

Chinese herbs are a significant part of the academic and clinical training of Pacific
College’s Master of Science degree in Traditional Oriental Medicine, which leads to
eligibility for licensure as an acupuncturist in New York. This curriculum was recognized
by the New York State Education Department in its original form as a diploma program
in 1993 and as a Master’s degree in 1998.

Thus, for almost 15 years the Office of the Professions and the New York State
Department of Education have recognized that individuals who have been trained to be
licensed as acupuncturists are also being trained to use Chinese herbs concurrently, and
are being awarded a degree that evidences their competency to do so.

We welcome your consideration of these issues. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

ck MiHer, L.Ac., MLA.
President

San Diego Campus: 7445 Mission Valley Rd., Ste. 105 ¢ San Diego, CA 92108 » 800/729-0941 » 619/574-6909 » Fax 615/574-6641
New York Campus: 915 Broadway, 3 Floor » New York, NY 10010 « 800/725-3468 » 212/982-3456 = Fax 212/982-6514
Chicago Campus: 3646 N. Broadway, 2™ Floor » Chicago, IL 60613 » 888/729-4811 « 773/477-4822 » Fax 773/477-4109

www.PacificCollege.edu



Mr. Larry DeMers
NYS Education Department
Office of the Professions
State Board of Acupuncture
89 Washington Avenue
Albany, NY 1234-1000
May 31, 2007
Dear Secretary DeMers,

We represent the student assembly and alumni network of Pacific College of Oriental
Medicine in New York City, a population of over 400 current students and more than 1,700
alumni in the Northeast and around the United States. We are mobilizing to become a united
front in support of the Legislative Initiative currently being presented by the New York State
Coalition. We uphold and support their beliefs that the scope of practice in New York State
must include the practice of Chinese Herbal Medicine for those of us who are licensed
acupuncturists, and who have met the required didactic and clinical hours to train in
Herbology. We are trained extensively in this highly efficacious and safe Traditional Herbal
Medicine, and have logged the classroom hours and clinical experience that warrant the
effective recommendation of herbal formulae.

Our gravest concern is the fact the the New York State Department of Education has
permitted the awarding of a degree that seems to be at odds with the NYS Acupuncture license:
the MSTOM degree. Why is it that one may attain a Masters of Science in
Traditional Oriental Medicine (according to the strict guidelines set by ACAOM), and yet
herbal practice is not fully legitimized? This disparity must be rectified, for it evokes a
contrary message from the very Office of Professions that oversees licensure.

We are confident that once you view this matter from the aforementioned perspective, you
will join us in supporting a legislative agenda that writes the practice of Herbal Medicine as
part of the statute and law that governs Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine in New York State.

New York State is at the forefront of education in the United States; ranking with
California and Minnesota in academic excellence at the Secondary School Level. Shouldn't
our licensed professions meet the same level of standards and be on the cutting edge? Our
Master's program in Oriental Medicine, as overseen by the NCCAOM (The National standard
for almost all states that license Acupuncture and Oriental Medicine) is THREE AND 2/3
YEARS in its length at many institutions.....is this not exhaustive enough to justify superlative
training in our studies?

Thank you for hearing our concerns. We look forward to working with you and the entire
Coalition in achieving a mutually satisfying situation; and most importantly-- one that serves
the rapidly growing population of patients in New York State who have found Acupuncture
and Herbal Medicine to be a highly therapeutic and rewarding healing system.

With Gratitude,

Jeremy V. Pulsifer, L.Ac.
Alumni Association President, PCOM New York City

Dina Liebowitz
Student Council Secretary, PCOM New York City



Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental Medicine Alumni Association
and

Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental Medicine Student Association

May 30, 2007
Dear Sir or Madam:

We, the members of Acufellows, the Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental
Medicine Alumni Association and the Touro College Graduate Program of Oriental
Medicine Student Association are writing to express our unanimous and unequivocal
support for the efforts of the New York State Coalition to include herbs in our scope of
practice.

Chinese herbs, herbal diagnosis, and herbal safety are already included in our training and
reflected in our professional degree, a Master’s of Science in Acupuncture and Oriental
Medicine. We are requesting a change in our scope of practice to correct this omission.
This correction to the existing statute would bring our license in line with our education.

Many thanks for your time and attention in this matter.

Sincerely,

The Acufellows Council Members
Jessica Yunker, MS, L.Ac
Joseph Alban, MS, L.Ac
Johanna Herget, MS, L.Ac
Debra Valentin, MS, L.Ac
Elizabeth Shiah, MS, L.Ac

GPOM Student Association Council Members
Michelle Helfner
Michael Jabbour
Alexa Kate Myer




May 25, 2007

To: New York State Acupuncture Board

On behalf of the Traditional Chinese Medicine World Foundation, I would like to offer
the Foundations full support of the New York State Coalition for Acupuncture
Legislative Initiative.

TCM World Foundation believes that the public must be served by the
highest standards of acupuncture and herbal practice. Accordingly, we are in full support
of the provisional bill language proposed by the New York State Coalition.

TCM World Foundation disseminates information about the deep philosophical basis and
healing wisdom of TCM and makes the active connection between low-cost health-care
options, behavioral and social change and integrative and collaborative medicine.
Through our numerous educational programs, we reach thousands of individuals each
year who are seeking to incorporate Eastern methods of wellness.

Sincerely,

Elaine Katen



Touro College School of Health Sciences

1700 Union Boulevard » Bay Shorc, New York, 11706 # 631-665-1600 x 257 @ email: josephw(@touro.edu www.touro.edu/shs

Office of the Dean

Larry DeMers, Executive Secretary
State Board for Acupuncture

NYS Education Department

Office of the Professions

State Board for Acupuncture

89 Washington Avenue

Albany, NY 12234-1000

May 30, 2007
Dear Secretary DeMers,

Touro College’s School of Health Sciences offers, amongst its many programs, a
Graduate Program in Oriental Medicine. As the Dean of the School I oversee that
program and 1 am aware of its professional goals. Therefore, I fully support the activities
of the New York State Coalition for Acupuncture Legislation. In particular [ would like
to convey to the NYS Acupuncture Board that it is time to incorporate the use of Chinese
Medicinal into the practice act. The curriculum of our Qriental Medicine Program which
is approved by NYS Education Department incorporates the training in the use of
Chinese Medicinal agents and integrating it into the overall practice of Acupuncture,
which is needed to justify such an inclusion into the practice act. To my knowledge,
there are at least 6 NYS degree granting programs in Oriental Medicine (PCOM, Touro
College GPOM, NYCC SAOM, NY College of Health Professions, Mercy College
GPAOM, and NY College of Traditional Chinese Medicine). Therefore, I would like the
NYS Acupuncture Board to support the legislation that is proposed by the coalition.

As Dean of the School of Health Sciences, T am concerned about the problem which
currently confronts the acupuncture profession and I strongly support the NYS Coalition
for Acupuncture’s proposed Legislation.

Sincerely,
éieph Weisberg, P.T., P.h.D
Dean

School of Health Sciences





